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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HOME ECONOMICS ACCREDITATION CONTINUED
CHARLESTON, IL.--"Enthusiastic, dedicated faculty who related
well to students", "continued strong support from university
and administration" and "effective leadership of a knowledgeable, well-respected administrator", were three of the key factors
cited by the American Home Economics Association in announcing
its decision to continue accreditation of Eastern Illinois University's
School of Home Economics.
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According to Dean Barbara L. Richter of EIU's College of
Applied Sciences, the continued accreditation is well-earned
recognition for an exemplary program which is recognized across
the United States.

"Less than 100 of the 400 Home Economics

Schools in the country are accredited," she said, "and Eastern's
program has always been a pacesetter."

Dr. Joyce Crouse, Chair

of the School, and the Home Economics faculty are widely recognized
for their leadership and expertise and have chaired numerous
key state and national committees in their areas of expertise.
One of the first in the nation to be accredited (1971),
the EIU School of Home Economics is the third largest in the
state of Illinois.

Its 20 faculty members serve nearly five

hundred undergraduate majors in a diverse program offering the
bachelor of science with a major in Home Economics.

Available

options range from Home Economics in Teaching to Dietetics,
Family Services and Home Economics in Business.

The Home Economics

Business option offers areas of concentration in Fashion and
Merchandising, Foods and Nutrition, Consumer Affairs, and Hospitality
Services.
According to Judy Bonner, Chair of the Association's Council
for Professional Development, accreditation in Home Economics
is a process to assure the quality of home economics programs
in institutions of higher education and to assist in the improvement of programs.

An underlying assumption is that the future

strength of the profession resides in the preparation of new
professionals to assume leadership roles.

Quality assurance

and program improvement serve the public, students, institutions
of higher education, and the profession.
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Dr. Crouse says she is especially proud to see the efforts
of the "student-oriented" faculty recognized.

She credits them

with the continued professional growth of the School.

In the

last five years, this growth has included the implementation
of the Hospitality Services concentration and new courses in
Fashion Merchandising and in Interior Design.
During this same time, three of the faculty were promoted
to the rank of professor and four to associate professor.
An aggressive Alumni follow-up program has also been initiated
and a recent survey shows 72.5 percent of the School's graduates
are employed full-time and 13.1 part-time.

Eighty percent of

the jobs are directly or indirectly related to Home Economics.
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